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They shall live on in the hearts of their 

families and friends forever, and this memo-
rial records their loss to the university and 
to the community. 

We will never forget the loss of those 75 
lives on that hillside in 1970. We will continue 
to honor their memory every time the Thun-
dering Herd takes the field and the stadium 
fills with the cheers of family and friends. We 
Are Marshall. 
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THE HARMONY OF CIVILIZATIONS 
AND PROSPERITY FOR ALL 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, intercultural 
understanding is a fundamental part of peace 
in the global system. The understanding of 
intercultural and international diversities mini-
mizes the outbreak of serious conflicts on a 
fundamental level. Through teaching toler-
ance, and through building societies that pro-
mote unity, we can work towards creating a 
peaceful world. 

On November 2, 2007, Under-Secretary 
General of the United Nations, Ambassador 
Joseph Verner Reed addressed the Beijing 
Forum at the Great Hall of the People in Bei-
jing regarding the promotion of building toler-
ant civilizations. I have submitted the text to 
be entered into the RECORD. 

THE HARMONY OF CIVILIZATIONS AND 
PROSPERITY FOR ALL 

I send warm greetings to all participants 
in the 2007 Beijing Forum who have come to-
gether to study and promote harmony be-
tween peoples and civilizations. 

In the ten months that I have served as 
Secretary-General, I have traveled to all cor-
ners of the United Nations, from Kinshasa to 
Kabul, from Brussels to Beirut. Everywhere I 
have visited, and among all the different 
people I have met, I have encountered one 
common sentiment—a universal longing for 
peace and an aspiration to prosperity. 

But, all too often, I have discovered that 
people who aspire to the same things also 
suffer from the same prejudices. They all 
fear that which is different from them: the 
other ethnicity, the other skin colour, the 
other cultural or linguistic tradition and, 
above all, the other religion. 

And yet, in today’s era of global travel and 
instant satellite transmissions, people every-
where are encountering less of the familiar, 
and more of ‘‘the other’’. This reality has fed 
rising intercultural and inter-religious ten-
sions, as well as growing alienation among 
vast segments of the world population. 

Today, there is an urgent need to address 
this worrying trend. We need to rebuild 
bridges and engage in a sustained and con-
structive intercultural dialogue, one that 
stresses shared values and shared aspira-
tions. 

It is time to promote the idea that diver-
sity is a virtue, not a threat. It is time to ex-
plain that different religions, belief systems 
and cultural backgrounds are essential to 
the richness of the human experience. And it 
is time to stress that our common humanity 
is greater—far greater—than our outward 
differences. 

The Beijing Forum is ideally placed to con-
tribute to this process. By bringing together 
scholars from across the globe, your discus-
sion can become a source of new ideas and 
innovative approaches to promote under-
standing and tolerance. 

Your exchange can also contribute to the 
UN’s own initiative for an Alliance of Civili-
zations, which responds to the clear need for 
action by the international community to 
bridge divides and promote understanding. 
The Alliance has identified several priority 
areas for action, and is developing a strategy 
to promote better understanding between 
the world of politics and religion. Meetings 
such as yours can help guide this important 
work, and ensure the Alliance’s ultimate 
success. 

Together, we must seek to further the 
basic ideals of all the world’s major reli-
gions. We must build societies that respect 
individual beliefs and practices. And we must 
nurture communities where people of all 
faiths and nationalities coexist in peace. 

In that spirit, let me express my hope that 
this Forum will help foster harmony and un-
derstanding, and thereby advance our wider 
efforts for a peaceful and prosperous world. 
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MOURNING THE LOSS OF CON-
GRESSMAN AUGUSTUS F. HAW-
KINS 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of former Rep-
resentative Augustus F. Hawkins. Congress-
man Hawkins served in this chamber for 28 
years, and I offer my condolences to his family 
and friends after his passing this past week-
end at the age of 100. 

Congressman Hawkins was dedicated to 
public service throughout his life. Beginning in 
1935 as a California State Representative, he 
served the people of Los Angeles for 28 
years. In 1962, Augustus Hawkins made a 
monumental breakthrough in civil rights his-
tory, becoming the first African-American 
elected to Congress from the State of Cali-
fornia. 

During his tenure in the House of Rep-
resentatives, Congressman Hawkins continued 
to lead the way for the American Civil Rights 
Movement. In 1970, he and several of his col-
leagues joined together to found the Congres-
sional Black Caucus. Then, in just his second 
term in Congress, he introduced and spon-
sored Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
This ground-breaking legislation created the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
and outlawed discrimination in the workplace 
based on race. 

For over half a century, Congressman Haw-
kins dedicated his life to our Nation with 
steadfast dedication, humility, and geniality. In 
the hearts of the residents of Los Angeles, 
and anyone who was ever influenced by his 
presence, Augustus Hawkins’ legacy of lead-
ership and courage will remain for years to 
come. Congressman Hawkins is succeeded by 
his two stepdaughters, Barbara A. Hammond 
and Brenda L. Stevenson, and a stepson, Mi-
chael A. Taylor. I extend my deepest condo-
lences and gratitude to the family of Con-
gressman Hawkins. 

IN SUPPORT OF A STRONG AND 
CAPABLE SUBMARINE FLEET 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, yesterday 
President Bush signed into law H.R. 3222, the 
Defense Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 
2008. The bill contained many important provi-
sions to support our men and women in uni-
form, their families and our returning veterans. 
The measure includes a 3.5 percent pay raise 
for our troops, blocks the President’s proposed 
fee increase for Tricare beneficiaries and pro-
vides significant funding for family advocacy 
programs to help military spouses and children 
manage the difficulties associated with deploy-
ments. We all recognize that our military’s 
strength comes from the people who serve, 
and this legislation demonstrates our commit-
ment to their health and well-being. 

I am also extremely pleased that the De-
fense Appropriations Act includes an addi-
tional $588 million in advance procurement 
funding for materials that will permit the expe-
dited construction of a second Virginia-class 
submarine. As co-chair of the Congressional 
Submarine Caucus, I know the importance of 
submarines to our national security. Quiet yet 
powerful, submarines can conduct a variety of 
surveillance and reconnaissance missions, 
protect our fleet, project U.S. force onto dis-
tant shores and support global strike oper-
ations. The ability of submarines to operate 
independently in unconventional locations 
makes them one of the most capable compo-
nents of our fleet. In fact, submarines are in 
such high demand that the Navy can fulfill 
only about 60 percent of Regional Combatant 
Commanders’ requests to use them for mis-
sions. 

The Navy has estimated that we need 48 
attack submarines to meet the needs of our 
military commanders. However, under the 
Navy’s current 30-year shipbuilding plan, they 
do not expect to increase production to two 
subs per year until 2012, causing a perilous 
decline in our future sub fleet—dropping below 
48 ships in FY2020–33 and hitting a low of 40 
in FY2028 and FY2029. Since I came to Con-
gress nearly 7 years ago, I have consistently 
advocated an increase in our build rate of Vir-
ginia-class submarines to two per year so that 
we have sufficient capabilities to address 
emerging threats. Unfortunately, the Navy has 
repeatedly pushed back its two-per-year target 
date, causing instability in the industrial base. 
In FY2004, the Navy expected to build two 
subs per year in FY2007. By FY2005, the tar-
get had moved to FY2009. That date was de-
layed again and again, and now stands at 
FY2012. Meanwhile, our defense industrial 
base in Southeastern New England has suf-
fered layoffs of submarine designers and engi-
neers, whose specialized skills would be very 
difficult to reconstitute if lost. Without prompt 
action, we risk shrinking our sub fleet to dan-
gerously low levels, precisely when nations 
such as China are expanding and modernizing 
their navies. 

The FY2008 Defense Appropriations Act 
demonstrates Congress’s commitment to ad-
dressing this dangerous problem and will en-
hance our national security. On behalf of the 
submarine industrial base in Rhode Island, I 
want to thank Chairman MURTHA and Ranking 
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